Abstract. The discovery of probable X-ray, optical, and radio counterparts to Gamma Ray Bursts (GRBs) may allow signi cant advances in GRB research. More data are sorely needed, however. We have a target of opportunity program this semester at the 0.9 meter telescope to search for optical counterparts to GRBs. Images from the search will be made publicly available at our web site (http://www.noao.edu/noao/grb/) as quickly as we can reduce them.
OBSERVING PROGRAM
The 0.9 meter telescope at Kitt Peak National Observatory is an appropriate tool for GRB afterglow searches, as demonstrated by Howard Bond's discovery of the GRB 970508 afterglow (IAUC 6654). Our team is organizing target of opportunity observations of gamma ray burst locations with this telescope.
During the fall 1997 semester, we expect to observe up to 6 GRB error boxes at up to three epochs each. Ideally, we would like two epochs on the rst night following the GRB trigger, and a third epoch on the following night. We will decide whether or not to pursue individual bursts based on several factors, including error box size, coordinates (reasonable airmass and Galactic latitude), and moon phase. The 0.9 meter telescope will be most valuable when the error box is between 10 and 20 arcminutes in size, as this ts within a single 0.9m eld and does not t in a typical eld for larger telescopes.
RESULTS SO FAR
During summer 1997, we attempted followup of two gamma ray bursts: GRB 970616 and GRB 970828. While our data did not reveal any con rmed counterparts to either burst, we believe the upper limits we obtained may be of value. GRB 970616 For GRB 970616, George Jacoby (NOAO) and Bruce Carney and Jaewoo Lee (University of North Carolina) obtained photometry with the 0.9 meter telescope. This reached limiting magnitude around V=19. In addition, Art Code (Wisconsin) and Chuck Claver (NOAO) observed the burst location with the 3.5 meter WIYN telescope. We believe our data provide the earliest upper limits on the optical ux for this burst. The total data set spans four nights (1997 June 18.4 to 21.4 UT). Note that the 970616 burst was unfavorably placed for optical observations, with airmass > 2 at morning twilight and a nearly full moon to make matters worse. GRB 970828 GRB 970828 was observed with three telescopes at Kitt Peak on the night of 1997 August 29 (30 August UT). Paul Smith (NOAO) obtained four R band images (total integration time 3600 seconds) with the 0.6m Burrell Schmidt telescope. We made these available on the Web within two hours of the observations.
Jerry Orosz (Penn State) obtained three R band images (total integration time 3000 seconds) with the 0.9 meter telescope. The telescope was operating in f/13.5 mode, with eld of view 13 0 rather than the more usual 23 0 . Finally, Chris Howk (U Wisconsin) obtained two R band images with WIYN (600 and 900 sec) which he, Andrew Cole, and D. J. Pisano reduced. Groot et al (1997) have incorporated these WIYN data in a paper on upper limits for the optical afterglow ux of GRB 970828.
All three data sets are now publically available.
AN APPEAL
Poor weather prevented further observations of GRB 970828 from Kitt Peak. While we made our images publically available, we were unable to easily locate data from other observatories for comparison with other epochs.
We would like to encourage others to make afterglow search images rapidly available. Please let us know if you have a web site or FTP address where you might put such data in future; we would be happy to link it to our pages.
CONTACT INFORMATION
We hope to use feedback from the larger GRB community to help optimize our observing strategy and coordinate our e orts with other ongoing e orts. If you would like to discuss any of this, you can reach us by email to grb@noao.edu , which will automatically be forwarded to members of our followup group. If you prefer, you can also contact James Rhoads (rhoads@noao.edu) or Ted von Hippel (ted@noao.edu) directly. 
